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Gap Analysis for Lark Bunting
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Layers of mapped data can be put together o addness particular questions. A process used in conservation bioagy is called gap analysis. The acronym GAP refers 1o the Gap Analysis Pro-
gram, a U5, Geological Survey program that uses gap analysis to identify species not adequately represented on existing protected areas, The Lark Bunting is such a species. It depends on
prairic habitat for its beoeding grounds, bt much of its habitat has b dificd by humars, ions of the lark busting have been declining over the kst 40 years by an average of 1.6%
per yeas, It is listed as 3 species of grestest comservation concem need (SGON) by many stses.

For the Lark Bunting and other species, gap analysis is a 2-siep process. First, [t Babital requancd or the Lark Bantang s used 1o predsct its distribation (bl arca).
Second, the Lark Busting's distribution is t0 5 map layer of protected areas. Combinieg these 2 map layers, shows that 16% of the Lark Bunting predicted distribstion is protected

within Arizona (red anca), however, only 2.6% is protecied over the entire US distribation.

This type of information is valuable for decisions about what lands should be protected 1o prevent futurs bosses of biodiversity.
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